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INVESTIGATION:

Interview of Officer Brittney Reimer

On 07-23-18 at approximately 1400 hours, partner Detective Beler and | interviewed Officer
Reimer in the Conference Room at the Magnolia Police Station. The interview was recerded on+
my Department issued digital recorder and later downloaded. The following is a summary of that

interview.

Officer Reimer said on the day of the incident she was assigned to the, West PAC Team and
was riding with partner Officer Aaron Hernandez in an.all*black‘Police.Explorerwith take down
lights. Her uniform of the day was black BDU's, blackt-shirtyand a'pull.over vest. She said at the
time the call came out over the radio she was in,the PACT Office. She heard Air1 put out over
channel one that a shooting had occurred.in Hemet and-that officérs’'were in pursuit of the suspect
on the 215 freeway heading towards Van.Buren Blvd.

Officer Reimer said she and her teamybelieved that.the suspect may be heading towards the
city so they got their gear ready and when'they heafd that the suspect had in fact exited Van Buren
Bivd. they headed outdo assist. She grabbed her rifle and jumped in the front passenger seat of
the unit that OfficerHernandez'was driving; Officer Reimer said they monitored the pursuit and
tried to anticipaté-where the suspect may have been going. They traveled from Tyler St. to Van
Buren Blvd. to-westbeundVictoria Ave. where they heard the suspect was in the area Dufferin
Ave. and Van Buren Bivd.

Officer Reimer said’they came to the intersection of Victoria Ave. and Harrison St. They
stopped at the infetsection because they heard the suspect was heading northbound Harrison St.
towards Vi_ctofia Ave. At the intersection both she and Officer Hernandez got out of their vehicle
and stood'in'the doorways. She had her rifle and Officer Hernandez had his handgun. They
covered’down on the intersection in case the suspect started to shoot at them. She knew that the
suspect had shot at officers in Hemet and in the area of Van Buren Blvd. and Barton Rd.
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1 Officer Reimer said during the pursuit the suspect was driving extremely erratic, in speeds in

> excess of 100 mph, swerving into lanes, running stop signs and red lights, and driving down the

3 wrong side of the road. Officer Reimer believed the suspect was very dangerous and posed a

4 dangerous risk to the community and to other officers. After the suspect drove throughithe

s intersection of Victoria Ave. and Harrison St., multiple police units passed through.the interseetion
6 as well. Officer Reimer and Officer Hernandez continued to try to anticipate where-the suspect

7 was heading so they could intersect him. They continued northbound Jackson St., to eastbound
g California Ave., through Jefferson St., and to the area of California Ave and Arlingtoh Ave. near

9  Streeter Ave.

11 Officer Reimer said as they were getting closerto the intersection'she heard that the suspect

12 was heading westbound Arlington Ave. in the eastbound‘lanes which to her was a huge danger

13__ because the suspect was driving straightinto a traffic jam. Detective Beler asked Officer Reimer
1L what she had meant by intersecting the suspect and what their plan was. Officer Reimer said they
15 wanted to stop the suspect from:hdrting anybedy. They knew the suspect was armed, and had

16 shot at officers, so they didn’t want the suspect to shoot at any other officers or members of the

17 community. Officer Reimer described the suspect vehicle as a newer model silver Chrysler

18 convertible.

20 Officer-Reimer said she-saw the-suspect vehicle heading westbound on Arlington Ave. in the

1 eastbolnd lanes of traffic. Aslthey approached Arlington Ave. she saw a crown Victoria police unit
22 in the rightturfpoeket near-Del Taco. She again saw the suspect vehicle traveling westbound in
23 the eastbound lanes. She then saw that it was Officer O’Farrell's vehicle that was parked in front
24 of them. They stopped twenty feet short of Officer O’'Farrell's vehicle. Officer Reimer said she saw
25 Officer O'F_arreil get out of his car and she heard a shot. She couldn’t remember if it was

26 immediatelybefore, or right after Officer O’Farrell got out of his car, but she heard a shot. She then
27 saw Officer O’Farrell running. She and Officer Hernandez exited their unit and ran to meet up with

ZL Officer O'Farrell near the suspect vehicle.
29
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1 Officer Reimer said at that point she went to Officer O’Farrell's left. She said she could see

2 multiple cars in front of her. They (she and the other officers) were taking cover behind a silver

3 Camry. She saw a larger SUV, maybe a suburban, in her peripheral vision. She brought her rifle ¢
4 up to see where the suspect was because at that point she believed the suspect vehicle was \

s stopped. She heard commands being given but she couldn’t rememberexactly what was said, but

6 it was something to the effect of “Let me see your hands. Let me s€é your hands.* As she.was

7 bringing her rifle up she stopped for a second and then heard.a shot. She then'heardsomeone

8 say the suspect was down.

10 Officer Reimer said at that point she could see.thatthe driver in'the suburban was trying to get
11 away, which was understandable because all of the cars were jammed together. Officer Reimer

12 said after she heard the shot she did not see the suspect. She held-her position to see if the

13 suspect was going to pop back up. Officer Reimer said she believed it was Officer O’Farrell who
1L had shot because he was standing right next to her and that was where she heard the shot coming
15 from. Officer Reimer said she heard twosshots total:

16 |

17 Detective Beler asked Officer Reimer if she‘had seen any other civilians. Officer Reimer said

18 there was a jam of caﬁs because'the suspect had went the wrong way on Arlington Ave. There

19 were also cars‘geing theseorrect direction on the westbound lanes of Arlington Ave., so there were
20  a lot of cars'inher views, She alsa ‘'specifically saw the male driver of the suburban who appeared
21 to be stared during the incident.” Officer Reimer said when she initially brought her rifle up to

2 acquire the'suispeet her-attention turned toward the driver of the suburban so she never got a good
23 look at the:§uspect othier than possibly his silhouette in the driver’s seat.

24 (

25 Officer \Rei.mer said when she heard the first shot and saw Officer O’Farrell running towards the
26 suspect she didn’t actually see who fired the shot; she only heard it. Officer Reimer said she did
27 not fire-her weapon during the incident. Officer Reimer said she did not have her body camera on
2;, because it was in the charging dock in her office at the Magnolia Police Station when the call when

20% out. She just grabbed her rifle and ran out of the office. This concluded the interview.



